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and there was absolutely nothing in the Japanese demands
that was new or extravagant In their extreme moderation
they scarcely satisfied the aspirations of the nation, but it
was the Government's aim to avoid any disturbance of the
peace of the Far East. Russia had pledged herself, in her
various communications at different times to the Powers, to
accord practically everything that Japan asked for, but when
it came to a request that the Russian provinces should be
embodied in an international compact she practically ignored
all. After this barefaced avowal it was plain to Japan that
Russia would have to be kept up to the mark if the promises
that had been so freely given were not to become a dead
letter."

Japan's patience was at last exhausted, and on February
5, 1904, the Japanese Government addressed a note to
Russia terminating the pending " futile negotiations," and
reserving " the right to take such independent action as they
deem best to consolidate and defend their menaced position,
as well as to protect their established rights and legitimate
interests." This was practically a declaration of war against
Russia.

It is far beyond our present plan to write a history of
that war. From the time when the torpedo squadron of

Admiral Togo attacked the Russian fleet in the
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entrance of Port Arthur harbour on February 9

till the battle of the Sea of Japan, when that distinguished
leader utterly annihilated the "third Pacific fleet" of the
Russians, victory was uniformly on the side of the Japanese
both by land and sea. Their intense patriotism caused
them to perform deeds of daring which have won for them
the admiration of the world, and their skill in strategy and
in the application of the latest scientific methods in all they
have done made them almost uniformly successful in their
operations. They fully demonstrated the importance of the
work of the engineer in time of war. The railways which
have been constructed in Japan were fully utilised to convey
men and materials and the ships to transport them oversea.